
Problems with Figures 
Misleading figures are sometimes deliberately misleading and sometimes it’s just a case of people not 
understanding the data behind the graph they create. The “classic” types of misleading graphs include cases 
where: 

• The Vertical scale is too big or too small, or skips numbers, or doesn’t start at zero. 
• The graph isn’t labeled properly. 
• Data is left out. 
• Data is misrepresented 

Other Figures are just plain hard to understand or can be unclear 
https://www.statisticshowto.datasciencecentral.com/misleading-graphs/  
https://www.distractify.com/humor/2017/05/26/cszBB/hilariously-bad-graphs  
 
 
 
 
What’s Wrong with this Figure?? 

 
 
 
Interesting Pie Chart 

 
  

https://www.statisticshowto.datasciencecentral.com/misleading-graphs/
https://www.distractify.com/humor/2017/05/26/cszBB/hilariously-bad-graphs


Misleading Figure 
“Huge Increases in Federal Welfare Rates!” 
 

 
 
 

 
  



Actual Top Graph 

 
 
 

Weird Conclusions 
“College is Not Worth Your Time and Money!” 

 
https://www.businessinsider.com/these-two-charts-prove-a-college-education-just-isnt-worth-the-money-
anymore-2012-6 
 
Rebuttal:   
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/06/hey-everyone-dont-fall-for-this-misleading-graph-
about-college-costs/258299/  
  

https://www.businessinsider.com/these-two-charts-prove-a-college-education-just-isnt-worth-the-money-anymore-2012-6
https://www.businessinsider.com/these-two-charts-prove-a-college-education-just-isnt-worth-the-money-anymore-2012-6
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/06/hey-everyone-dont-fall-for-this-misleading-graph-about-college-costs/258299/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/06/hey-everyone-dont-fall-for-this-misleading-graph-about-college-costs/258299/


AGGGHHH!!!! 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273260995_Severe_acute_respiratory_infection_in_children_in_a
_densely_populated_urban_slum_in_Kenya_2007-2011  
 
 

Dishonest Portrayal of Data 

 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273260995_Severe_acute_respiratory_infection_in_children_in_a_densely_populated_urban_slum_in_Kenya_2007-2011
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273260995_Severe_acute_respiratory_infection_in_children_in_a_densely_populated_urban_slum_in_Kenya_2007-2011

