
 

    

  

 

 

   

 

 

  

   

 

  

Course Syllabus 

Term: Fall Spring Summer Year: 

CRN: Subject:  Course No: Section No. 

Instructor Name and Email: 

Instructor Office Hours & Location: 

Common Syllabus Information link: http://provost.utsa.edu/syllabus.asp 

Topics Covered (describe course topics and list course objectives) 

Assignments (list all assignments and their due dates) 

Grade Breakdown (list activity types and percentage/point allocations) Grade Schema 

Frequency & Duration of Meetings with Instructor 

Course Policies (Participation, Expectations, Late Assignment Policies, Etc.) 

http://provost.utsa.edu/syllabus.asp

	Year: 2025
	CRN: 23001
	Subject: ES
	Course No: 23001
	Section No: 001
	Description of Project: The study will involve analysis of microplastic concentrations in either a bivalve (Corbicula fluminea) or a gastropod (Physella spp) - dependent on which taxa is most easily captured.  One of the taxa (n = 20 individuals) will be collected from isolated pools in Leon Creek Greenway, and brought back to the lab and frozen.  All body parts will be surgically separated from the shell.   Microplastics will be separated based on standard lab procedures that include: 1) digestion using H2O2, 2) separation in a saline density gradient, and 3) filtration.  Following filtration onto a white glass filter, microplastics will be identified under 
	Assignments and Due dates: Progress Reports - every second week throughout the semester starting the first week to review the study. Progress reports can be in person during office hours, in the lab, or by email.
Draft Final Report - including Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, References Cited (minimum of 15), and table and figures.  Final report should not exceed 6-8 pages not including References Cited, tables, and figures - Due last week of class for the Spring 2025 semester.
- Student is expected to work with instructor to submit a peer-reviewed manuscript to the Texas Jounal of Science.
	Meeting frequency and duration: Every second week throughout the semester starting the first week.  Progress reports can be in person 
	Course Policies: Failure to submit the final report by the last week of the semester will result in a 10% grade reduction for each day the report is late.
Biweekly meetings / updates are required the entire semester.
Additonal meetings as needed are encouraged from the student if questions arise.
	Instructor Name and Email: Jeffrey Hutchinson (jeffrey.hutchinson@utsa.edu)
	Instructor Office Hours & Location: Mon and Wed 12-2 PM; by appointment
	Term Button: Choice2
	Grade Breakdown: Progress Reports every second week of the semester (8 meetings, 32%) - 4 points will be deducted for every progress report that is not submitted.  Final report 68%
	Grading Scale: A+: 97-100%           C+: 77-79.99%
A:   93-96.99%        C:   73-76.99%
A-:  90-92.99%        C-:  70-72.99%   
B+: 87-89.99%        D+: 67-69.99%
B:   83-86.99%        D:   63-66.99%
B-:  80-82.99%        D-:  60-62.99%
                                F:      0-59.99%
	Term Fall: Off
	Term Spring: Yes
	Term Summer: Off


