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In Memoriam: UT San Antonio College of Sciences remembers devoted professor, Newfel Mazari

It is with deep sadness that we share the passing of Newfel Mazari, assistant professor of practice in the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at The University of Texas at San Antonio.

“Newfel was not only my MS and PhD student, but also a dear colleague and friend. I deeply miss him,” said Hongjie Xie, professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences. “He was one of those rare students who was always in the lab—analyzing data, writing papers, and pushing the boundaries of his research. He was the go-to person for students with questions about campus life, GIS, or programming. Always patient, polite and generous with his time, he made a lasting impression on everyone around him.”

Mazari was a dedicated educator who cared deeply about his students and devoted himself to their success. He was known for the time and energy he devoted to their growth, inspiring many to pursue their education, strive toward their degrees, and build meaningful careers. His generosity of spirit and unwavering support left a lasting impact on colleagues, students, friends and family alike.

“I have known Newfel as both a student and colleague since I joined UTSA in 2012. He was a bright and thoughtful individual—someone who approached every task with professionalism, curiosity and kindness,” said Yongli Gao, professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences. “Whether it was helping students understand complex concepts, assisting colleagues with research, or simply sharing his time and encouragement, Newfel was always generous in spirit.”

In addition to his work at UT San Antonio, Mazari collaborated with the Edwards Aquifer Authority for the past 10 years, where he was deeply committed to protecting water resources in San Antonio and beyond.

He was passionate about water conservation and particularly dedicated to researching threats to water quality, including contaminants such as microplastics. His research reflected not only scientific expertise but also a profound sense of responsibility to safeguard water for future generations.

Mazari will be remembered as a devoted family man, an inspiring educator, and a passionate advocate for environmental stewardship. His impact on students, colleagues, and the San Antonio community will be felt for years to come, as his life was a testament to the power of care, education, and service to others.

Mazari earned both his PhD in environmental science and engineering and his master’s of science in environmental science UT San Antonio.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Mazari’s family, friends, colleagues, and all who were touched by his life
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